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Ever since the mid-16th century, westerners have been visiting China and the 
number is increasing. So are the exchanges between western countries and China. 
Therefore, Western Sinology gradually began its forming and growing. From 
fragmentary and sporadic description to specialized Chinese works, Chinese 
textbooks and Chinese dictionaries, Western Chinese Studies are becoming more and 
more comprehensive, profound and systemic. Western Chinese Studies have also 
opened a new door for Chinese scholars to study, enrich and improve the Chinese 
research system. However, as the author found out that currently, there is barely any 
large-scale specialized research on Western Chinese Studies in China, let alone the 
research on Chinese characteristics of the Western Chinese Studies.  
Based on eight western Chinese works and three Chinese-English dictionaries, 
this thesis analyzes the westerners’ understanding and description of adverbs’ 
definition, formation, semantics, pragmatics and other characteristics through human 
introspection and corpus-driven technology. This thesis compares, analyzes and 
studies the current domestic understanding of Chinese adverbs, western Chinese 
works and Chinese-English dictionaries. Main conclusions of this thesis are as 
follows: 
1. Though the concept of Chinese adverb first appeared in the book Chinese 
Grammar by Martini, an Italian sinologist, the first person who defined 
Chinese adverb is a Spanish missionary named Francisco Varo. 
2. Scholars from China and western countries accordantly believed that the basic 
formation of Chinese adverbs is by means of the root word, the derived word 
and the composite word. 
3. Due to different education backgrounds and aspects of cognition, views of 
Chinese adverbs’ internal classification by Chinese and foreign scholars are 
various. However, basic categories of Chinese adverbs that embody the 
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scholars.
4. The principles of Chinese adverbs teaching: to conduct the teaching or  
learning process step by step, to focus on the prioritizing knowledge and 
semantic first.  
5. Stratified teaching and contextual teaching are two important teaching 
methods of Chinese adverbs.  
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络，探索第二语言学习者汉语习得的规律和方法。 
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的，截至 2015 年 4 月所刊登的汉语副词的学术论文。从“主题”栏中进行模糊
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